
 

 

37th annual Ottawa Race Weekend shines despite clouds 
 
May 29, 2011, OTTAWA – No new course records were set during the 2011 Ottawa Race 
Weekend, but there were a record number of athletes (39,735) participating in the six events 
and most of them ran in dry conditions despite record-breaking rainfall for the month of May in 
Ontario. 
 
“We’re thrilled with this year’s turnout of elite athletes and recreational runners,” said John 
Halvorsen, President, Run Ottawa. “Certainly one of the stars of this year’s weekend was the 
new race course itself, which got great reviews for being fast and more scenic, and for taking 
runners into more neighbourhoods where they were greeted by larger numbers of spectators 
and cheering stations.” 
 
Strong performance by Canadians 
Also ranking in the star category are Canadian elite athletes, who placed strongly this year. In 
Saturday evening’s 10K race, four men and two women finished in the top 10 spots. For the 
marathon event, 12 of the top 20 men finalists were Canadian and eight of the top 20 were 
women. 
 
Local economy benefits 
It is estimated that Ottawa Race Weekend pumped more than $25 million into the Ottawa-
Gatineau economy again this year and that more than 12,000 hotel rooms were booked, 
bringing occupancy rates to 90 percent. 
 
“For many runners, Ottawa is a destination not just because the course is fast and flat, but the 
races are well provisioned with the help of more than 2,000 volunteers and the scenery is 
spectacular,” said Halvorsen. “It’s a win-win-win situation.” 
 
A boost for charities 
It is too early to tally up the money raised by runners who participated for charitable causes, but 
the 2011 Ottawa Race Weekend had four partner charities and 15 participating charities. The 
Ottawa Hospital Foundation raised more than $631,000, the National Capital Region’s YMCA 
expects to raise its projected $50,000, Team Diabetes runners raised $102,000, and Team in 
Training raised $223,000.  
 
2011 participation figures  
The National Capital Region YMCA expects to meet its $50,000 target, and Team Diabetes 
collected $102,000. 

 Total number of participants in seven races: 39,735 (2010: 39,010) 

 Marathon: 5,024 (2010: 4,676)  

 Half-marathon: 11,054 (2010: 10,240) 



 

 

 10K – 10,240 (2010: 9,908) 

 5K – 8,998 (2010: 8,886) 

 Family 2K – 3,255 (2010: 3,026) 

 Kids Marathon – 1,432 (2010: 1,506) 
 
About the Ottawa Race Weekend 

The 2011 edition of the Ottawa Race Weekend will welcome just under 40,000 participants in 
seven races, including the marathon, the half-marathon, the 10K, 5K, family 2K and kids 
marathon. The Ottawa Marathon and Ottawa 10K are both designated Silver Label IAAF events 
by the International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF).  
 
Run Ottawa, the organization behind the Ottawa Race Weekend, is run by a volunteer Board of 
Directors, and is dedicated to promoting the sport of running and enhancing the health and 
well-being of our community by organizing distinctive world-class and local races, and managing 
an active, membership-based running club. 
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