
 
 
 

Road construction forces changes to 2012 race routes 
Organizers predict athletes will enjoy new, fast course 

 
April 23, 2012 – OTTAWA – Course routes for the 10K, half-marathon and marathon distances 
in the Tamarack Homes Ottawa Race Weekend will change this year to accommodate major road 
construction in the city core. 
 
Organizers today announced it has finalized plans for the routes. The half-marathon and 
marathon courses are redesigned to stay clear of road work on Bronson Avenue between 
Catherine and Somerset streets. Complicating race plans further is the opening of a number of 
nearby one-way streets to two-way traffic to ease congestion. 
 
“Despite the road construction, we actually like this year’s route better than last year,” says Jim 
Robinson, Race Director and President, Tamarack Homes Ottawa Race Weekend. “We think it 
will prove to be a faster route.” 
 
Robinson expresses regret that construction will force a bypass of the Little Italy and Chinatown 
neighbourhoods this year – vibrant communities favoured by runners, spectators and business 
owners. But less time spent in the urban core means a nicer race opening along both the Colonel 
By and Queen Elizabeth sides of the Rideau Canal, and a flatter course in the last section of the 
race. 
 
Once the course moves west from Dow’s Lake to the Carling and Preston area, the route is 
similar to the 2011 race course. As it returns east in the Westboro/Hintonburg neighbourhoods, it 
avoids the Island Park/Western Parkway intersection by moving instead through Tunney’s 
Pasture and Parkdale, and then eastward on the Western Parkway back to the city core. 
 
Ottawa road construction also means a slightly longer loop through picturesque Gatineau, then 
back into Ottawa via the Alexandra Bridge and east on Sussex Drive into Rockcliffe Park. 
 
“We avoid some of the hill in Rockcliffe Park this year, and once the route moves on to Hemlock 
Road the course really flattens out to the end of the race,” says Jim Robinson. “This section of 
the race is where runners can make up time.” 
 



Robinson predicts the course will appeal to runners – elite and recreational alike. The flatter last 
section in the course and more entertainments stations throughout the races will make the 2012 
Race Weekend memorable. 
 
Take a virtual tour of the courses or to view the course maps:   
 
Marathon: http://www.runottawa.ca/races/marathon 
Half-marathon: http://www.runottawa.ca/races/half-marathon 
10K: http://www.runottawa.ca/races/10k (course map only) 
 
About the Tamarack Homes Ottawa Race Weekend  
The 2011 edition of the Ottawa Race Weekend welcomed 40,000 participants in seven races, 
including the marathon, the half-marathon, the 10K, 5K, family 2K and Y Kids marathon. The 
Ottawa Marathon and Ottawa 10K are both designated Silver Label IAAF events by the 
International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF). Run Ottawa, the organization behind the 
Ottawa Race Weekend, is run by a volunteer Board of Directors, and is dedicated to promoting 
the sport of running and enhancing the health and well-being of our community by organizing 
distinctive world-class and local races, and managing an active, membership-based running club. 
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