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The Ottawa Hospital officially kicked off their 2008 MDS Nordion Ottawa Hospital Race 

Weekend Challenge today with a unique race. This race between top fundraisers -Turnbull 

School and MDS Nordion - was organized to heighten community awareness for the Ottawa 

Hospital’s premier fundraising challenge known by most as the “MDS Nordion Run for a 

Reason”, which is held in conjunction with the Ottawa Race Weekend May 23 – May 25. 

Matthew Chiykowski, a fifth grade student at Turnbull, issued the face-to-face challenge pitting 

his 22 classmates against an MDS Nordion team headed by President Steve West. Mary Ann 

Turnbull, director of the school, was honoured to host the race which saw the fifth graders out-

run the corporate executives despite a valiant effort. 

“While our students may have out-run MDS Nordion today, the real race is in our continued 

efforts to support the Hospital,” said Mrs. Turnbull. “Since 1998 our school is proud to have 

raised almost $300,000 for The Ottawa Hospital. Students and staff continue to be inspired to 

make a difference in our community as part of this annual fundraising initiative.” 

In the past five years fundraisers have raised more than $2.6 million dollars for the Hospital. In 

2007, more than 1,300 runners taking part in Ottawa Race Weekend “ran for a reason” and raised 

pledges to support the Hospital. The reasons for running, and for fundraising, are varied – many 

run to honour a loved one, to support a specific hospital department or to simply give something 

back to the community. 

“We are grateful to both Turnbull School and MDS Nordion for their support of our Hospital,” 

said Susan Doyle, President and CEO of The Ottawa Hospital Foundation. “Today’s race was 



symbolic of the impact that community support, from schools, corporations and individuals 

taking part in this fundraiser can make in our Hospital – really we are all winners.” 

"While my team has been defeated in the foot race today, I’m optimistic our fundraising 

competition will be a lot closer," said Steve West, President of MDS Nordion. "Our annual 

fundraising efforts for The Ottawa Hospital are very important and an initiative we take 

extremely seriously. We are a world leader in global-life sciences, but it’s what we do to give 

back to the health care community that makes us feel world class.” 

Since 2001, MDS Nordion has fundraised more than $600,000 for the Ottawa Hospital. In 2007, 

their fundraising efforts were recognized with the naming of the MDS Nordion Prostate Cancer 

Diagnostic Unit. The continued support of MDS Nordion employees “running for a reason” will 

help raise further funds to support cancer care and research at The Ottawa Hospital. 

The Ottawa Hospital is a multi-campus, academic health sciences centre, serving 1.5 million 

residents of Ottawa and Eastern Ontario, both in English and French. It provides care for more 

patients than any other hospital in Canada, and boasts specialty centres in cancer, heart, kidney 

and vision care, as well as rehabilitation services. For more informa tion, visit The Ottawa 

Hospital Web site at www.ottawahospital.on.ca. 

The Ottawa Hospital Foundation’s mission is to inspire and enable people to support the highest 

quality health care at The Ottawa Hospital and lifesaving research at the Ottawa Health Research 

Institute. For more information, visit The Ottawa Hospital Foundation Web site at 

www.ohfoundation.ca. 

About MDS Nordion 

MDS Nordion (www.mdsnordion.com) is a global leader in providing innovative technologies 

for medical imaging, targeted cancer treatments, and sterilization of medical devices. It is a 

business unit of MDS Inc. (TSX:MDS)(NYSE:MDZ). MDS is a global life sciences company 

that provides market-leading products and services our customers need for the development of 

drugs and diagnosis and treatment of disease. We are a leading global provider of pharmaceutical 

contract research, medical isotopes for molecular imaging, radiotherapeutics, and analytical 

instruments. MDS Inc. has more than 5,500 highly skilled people in 29 countries. Find out more 

at www.mdsinc.com or by calling 1-888-MDS-7222, 24 hours a day. 

About Turnbull School 

Turnbull School was founded in 1992 and offers classes from junior kindergarten through grade 

8. Small classes and exceptional teachers provide a well rounded and enriching academic 

program, where emphasis is placed on Excellence and Caring. For more information visit 

www.turnbull.ca 

-30- 

For more information, please contact: 

http://www.ottawahospital.on.ca/
http://www.ohfoundation.ca/
http://www.mdsnordion.com/
http://www.mdsinc.com/
http://www.turnbull.ca/


Michelle van Vliet, Director, Communications and Marketing 

The Ottawa Hospital Foundation 

Tel.: 613-798-5555, ext. 17840 / Cell: 613-762-3432 

mvanvliet@ottawahospital.on.ca 

 

mailto:dstaubin@ottawahospital.on.ca

